T HE ASSOCIATION OF Pediatric Oncology Nurses is celebrating 25 years of nursing excellence. It is a wonderful anniversary indeed. In pediatric oncology there are many different anniversaries acknowledged by patients, families, and nurses. Some of these anniversaries are joyous. Some are reflective. Some are sad. Some are hopeful.
Patients and families often acknowledge anniversaries with different emotions and reactions. For some the anniversary date of a diagnosis is somber. For others there is hope for cure. The last day of chemotherapy often includes a party filled with delicious food, even though the young patient's excitement might be clouded by nausea. The anniversary date of remission is often faced with guarded relief. The anniversary date of the death of a child to cancer is something that patients, families, and nurses continue to endure.
This year, I shared a recurring anniversary with a patient I cared for during his bone marrow transplant 10 years ago. During his transplant hospitalization we celebrated his birthday, despite the mucositis that prevented him from enjoying his cake. The day of his discharge was met with tears of excitement. Through my tears I also wondered how long it would be until we saw each other again, here on earth or in heaven. But through the years, I wait for his Christmas card to see what anniversary we get to share together. This year we celebrated his associate's degree in computer applications and the birth of my daughter. Each year I receive his holiday card I celebrate the anniversary of his transition into a survivor of childhood cancer.
Surviving childhood cancer has become a technological, multidisciplinary masterpiece of care. In this issue of the Journal, authors reflect back in time to explore how pediatric oncology has evolved. The authors have spoken to veterans and colleagues to create a time capsule that chronicles care for children with cancer. Melissa Deifer Hicks and Becky Lavender highlight the advances in caring for the child, not the patient, and how this philosophy has influenced pediatric oncology. Acknowledging the child as a feeling, functional, and developing person despite the physiologic challenges of cancer has transformed the way psychosocial care is provided. Kathy Forte explains that caring and comfort are two elements of nursing care that transcend all decades. However, the care nurses now provide for children with cancer has advanced beyond many of our predecessors' dreams. Rita Secola describes some of the technological advances in hematopoietic stem cell transplantation. APON's nurses paved the way for nursing research that changed the care dynamics for children with cancer across the globe. Dr. Susan Schneider, Dr. Pamela Hinds, and Michelle Prichard reflect on how pioneering pediatric oncol-ogy research stimulated nursing researchers' minds to push the limit of what can be achieved in the name of caring for the child with cancer. The perseverance and ingenuity of our past presidents, as documented by Dr. Carolyn Walker, highlight that humor often goes a long way in the path of surviving. Finally, Dianne Fochtman reflects on her journey as a charter member of APON.
Many of the authors in this commemorative issue of APON's 25th anniversary speak of critical moments in their careers that have become almost like anniversaries to them. There are anniversaries of our first day on the unit. The anniversary of hanging the first chemotherapy on a patient. Anniversaries of helping a child die and helping the family grieve.
One day, we will hopefully celebrate the anniversary date of chemotherapy that doesn't cause alopecia, or outpatient care of all pediatric oncology patients. I would like to think we will one day celebrate the anniversary date of the cure for pediatric cancers. I know with the team of caregivers across the globe, this will be a joyous celebration indeed. Happy Anniversary, APONl 
